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Were women “revolutionary” in the coming of the American Revolution? 
Examine the following newspaper articles that describe the actions of women, like the Daughters of 
Liberty, during the protests against the British Acts. Think about why the women protested, how they did 
so, and the personal significance their protests held as well as their impact on the American colonies. 
  
Document A: A Report of the Daughters of Liberty Spinning in Providence, Rhode Island 
 

On the 4th Instant, Eighteen Daughters of Liberty, young Ladies of good Reputation, 
assembled at the House of Doctor Ephraim Bowen, in [Providence], in Consequence of an 
Invitation of that Gentleman, who hath discovered a laudable Zeal for introducing Home 
Manufactures. There they exhibited a fine Example of Industry, by spinning from Sunrise until 
Dark, and displayed a Spirit for saving their sinking Country rarely to be found among Persons 
of more Age and Experience. The Doctor provided an elegantly plain Dinner and other 
Refreshments, for the fair Company; but they expended very little Time in dining and cheerfully 
agreed to omit Tea; to render their Conduct  consistently. Besides this Instance of their 
Patriotism, before they separated, they unanimously resolved that the Stamp Act was 
unconstitutional, that they would purchase no more British Manufacture unless it be repealed, 
and that they would not even admit the Addresses of any Gentlemen, should they have 
Opportunity. 
 
Edes & Gill. “The Boston Gazette, and Country Journal.” April 7, 1766. Massachusetts Historical 

Society. 
 
Questions for Analysis 

1. Why were the women spinning thread, refusing to drink tea, and pledging to not buy 
British goods? 
 
 

 
2. Why is it significant that the women “unanimously resolved that the Stamp Act was 

unconstitutional”? What does that demonstrate about their agency? 
 

 
 

Document B: A Boycott Resolution Signed by Over 300 Women in Boston 
 

The following agreement has lately been come into by upwards of 300 Mistresses of 
Families in this town; in which Number the Ladies of the highest rank and influence, that could 
be waited upon in so short a Time, are included. 

 
“At a time when our invaluable Rights and Privileges are attacked in an unconstitutional 

and most alarming Manner, and as we find we are reproached for not being so ready as could be 
desired, to lend our Assistance, we think it our Duty perfectly to concur with the true Friends of 
Liberty in all Measures they have taken to save this abused Country from Ruin and Slavery. And 
particularly, we join with the very respectable Body of Merchants and other inhabitants of this 
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Town, who met in Faneuil Hall the 23rd of this Instant, in their resolutions, totally to abstain 
from the Use of Tea…  

 
We, the Subscribers, do strictly engage, that we will totally abstain from the Use of that 

Article, (Sickness expected) not only in our respective Families, but that we will absolutely refuse 
it, if it should be offered to us upon any Occassion whatsoever. This Agreement we cheerfully 
come into, as we believe the very distressed Situation of our Country requires it, and we do 
hereby oblige ourselves to observe it, till the late Revenue Acts are repealed.”  
 
Boston Evening Post. January 31, 1770. 
 
Questions for Analysis 

3. What kind of women (wealthy, poor, etc.) signed the boycott resolution? What does this 
show about how open the public sphere was to women? 
 
 

 
4. Why is it significant that the women think it is their “duty” to boycott the British?  

 
 
 
Document C: The Edenton Resolve 

 
The Virginia Gazette. “Edenton, North Carolina, October 25, 1774.” November 3, 1774, sec. Postscript. 
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Questions for Analysis 

5. Why is it significant that the women signed their names and published it? How does this 
differ from earlier boycott resolutions or newspaper articles? 

 
 
 
 

Document D: The Impact of Women’s Protests  
 

It was early conceived, by the most sagacious and knowing Nations, that a number of 
Females had always determined the condition of Men, by means of their Spinning Wheels… And 
had the Ladies, in every age since, ruled in this laudable way, perhaps some nations would be in 
a far better state than they now are, but be that as it will; I presume there never was a time when, 
or a place, where, the spinning wheel could more influence the affairs of men, than at present in 
this and the neighbouring Colonies. The following relations and instance amongst a multitude of 
others, in all the Colonies, of the industry and frugality, of American Ladies, must exalt their 
character in the eyes of the World, and serve to [show] how great they are contributing to bring 
about the political Salvation of a whole Continent… 

 
Were the gentlemen really as sincere, and as much in earnest in promoting frugality, 

industry, and all other virtues as the ladies are, there is not the least doubt, but we should soon 
free ourselves from the burthens with which we are now [oppressed], and lay the foundation of 
American Liberty on a basis not to be shaken by any power upon Earth! 
 

“Journal of the Times,” The Boston Evening-Post, 29 May 1769. 
 
Questions for Analysis 

6. What does the author say about the actions of women and the impact of their spinning 
wheels?  
 
 
 

 
7. How does the author compare the actions of women to those of men?  

 
 
 
 

8. Do you think women were  “revolutionary” in the coming of the American Revolution? 
 


