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Compelling Question: What were the women’s priorities after the 19th Amendment?  
Students will read and annotate the documents below with the compelling question in mind. Then form 
their hypothesis using the first few documents. Continue reading new sources and expanding on your 
hypothesis. 
 
Document A: The Equal Rights Amendment (ERA) 
Famous American suffragist Alice Paul went immediately from advocating for suffrage to advocating for 
women’s social and economic equality. Having championed the suffrage amendment, she saw the path 
forward through further Constitutional amendments.  
 
Men and women shall have equal rights throughout the United States and every place subject to 
its jurisdiction. Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation. 
 
H.J. Res. 75, Proposing an Equal Rights Amendment to the Constitution, 12/13/1923. 

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/7452156. 
 
Document B: National League of Women Voters, 1920 
Not all women supported the Equal Rights Amendment. Some women, including the League of Women 
voters and notable suffragists like Carrie Chapman Catt claimed that “absolute equality” between men and 

women would strip protections for women. They proposed 
removing, modifying, or addressing unequal laws one at a time. 
 
I Child Care: Prohibition of child labor, Infancy, and 
maternity care, Adequate appropriate for children’s 
bureau 
 
II Education: Federal department of education, Increased 
teachers’ salaries and removal of illiteracy, Citizenship 
instruction 
 
III Home and High Prices: Increased training in home 

economics, Federal regulation of marketing and distribution of food. 
 
IV Women in Gainful Occupations: Representation of women on all commissions having to do with 
women’s occupations. Civil service re-classified on merit basis and freed from sex 
discrimination. 
 
V Public Health and Morals: Continued appropriate for public education and sex hygiene. 
 
VI Independent Citizenship for Married Women: No forfeiture of citizenship through marriage to 
foreigners by American born women who continue to reside in the U.S. No acquiring of 
citizenship by foreign born women except through individual naturalization 
 
Planks by the National League of Women Voters, 1920 Democratic Convention, Courtesy Collection of the Oakland 
Museum of California.  
 
Question: How did the goals for women in this document differ from the ERA? 
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Document C: The Sheppard-Towner Act 
The Sheppard-Towner Act (also known as the Promotion of the Welfare and Hygiene of Maternity and 
Infancy Act) was a law passed in 1921 under President Harding for the protection of women and children 
in childbirth. The law was repealed in 1929 under President Hoover. This pamphlet was used to promote 
the legislation. This was the first federal social welfare program, interestingly passed under a Republican 
presidency. Before this law, social issues were resolved at the state level. The passage of this bill was due to 
the political power of new “women’s organizations” including the Children's Bureau and the Women's 
Joint Congressional Committee, an umbrella organization of women’s organizations that fought for 
suffrage. 
 

   
Children's Bureau, “The Sheppard-Towner Bill: For the Protection of Maternity and Infancy.” 1921. Social Welfare 

History Image Portal, accessed November 4, 2022, https://images.socialwelfare.library. 
 
Question: How did the goals for women in this document differ from the ERA? 
 
 
 
 
Document D: Lies at Large, Carrie Chapman Catt 
Renowned suffragist, Carrie Catt, defended the Shepherd-Townsend Act against accusations of 
Communism by its more conservative opponents. In 1926 when the bill was up for renewal and was met 
with organized opposition. Surprisingly, The American Medical Association saw the act as a socialist 
threat even though the pediatricians in their membership supported it. Their members critiqued the role of 
the women administrators in the Children's Bureau. They argued that women and infant health policy 
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should be decided by the mostly male leaders in the medical field. Sadly, women’s groups like the 
Daughters of the American Revolution changed their minds and the anti-suffragist Woman Patriot 
Publishing Company accused it of being communist in nature. By January 1927, Senators filibustered 
calling the women who championed it "neurotic” and accused them of “pathological satisfaction in 
interfering with the affairs of other people.” 
 

A SINGULAR thing is happening in this country. A group of men and women have 
wrought themselves up to an almost apoplectic state of mind with sheer fright over the expected 
coming of the Bolsheviki [communists in Russia]. The group appears to be composed of 
irredentist anti-suffragists, groups of the D.A.R. and other patriotic societies, some elderly army 
and navy men and scattered sacred souls here and there… They take themselves seriously and 
perform as though they actually believe what they say.  

THE unhappy defenders, all loaded with hate and patriotism, can not find a Bolshevik at 
whom to level their guns… It is safe to say that in the women’s organizations listed as dangerous 
and deceitful… could not find a Bolshevik. Whoever says they are red [communist], lies…The 
total scheme is designed to show that the Maternity Act, the Child Labor Amendment, the 
Educational Bill and similar legislation, are Communistic, by demonstration that all the people 
and organizations sponsoring them are either sympathizers with Communism or poor fools who 
are duped by the Bolshevists… 

The group opposes the Maternity Act. This, too, it seems, was ordered in Moscow. The 
deaths of mothers at maternity in this country was far above the mortality in other lands. The act 
had its origin in the desire to correct this unfortunate condition and to save the lives of mothers 
and babies. It appears that the reds always begin with special care of babies! 

The group once opposed woman suffrage, and at least two-thirds of the silly mess used 
now for circulation is only revamped… Entire paragraphs are lifted from those ancient 
documents and set into the new attacks. 
 
Carrie Chapman Catt, "Lies-At-Large," The Woman Citizen, June 1927, pp. 10-11, 41, by Carrie Clinton Lane 

Chapman Catt. Included in How Did Women Peace Activists respond to "Red Scare" Attacks during the 
1920s?, by Kathryn Kish Sklar and Helen Baker. (Binghamton, NY: State University of New York at 
Binghamton, 1998). 

 
Question: Why was the Sheppard Act considered Communist? How might this claim impact 
other laws related to women’s rights in this Red Scare period? 
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Document E: H. Rept. 69-659 
Mr. BACON, from the Committee on Immigration and Naturalization, submitted the following 

REPORT 
[To accompany H. R. 6238] 

The Committee on Immigration and Naturalization, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 6238) to 
amend the immigration act of 1924, having had the same under consideration, unanimously 
reports it back to the House without amendment and recommends that the bill do pass. This bill 
places any woman in the nonquota class under the immigration act of 1924, who was a citizen of 
the United States by birth and who prior to September 22, 1922, lost her citizenship by reason of 
her marriage to an alien. This would permit her entry into the United States at any time as a 
nonquota immigrant. 
 
H. Rept. 69-659 - Granting nonquota status to American-born women married to aliens prior to the passage of the 

Cable Act. March 25, 1926. -- Referred to the House Calendar and ordered to be printed. March 25, 1926. 
 
 
According to these white women, what were women’s priorities after the 19th Amendment? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Continued…	  
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Document F: Zitkala-Sa 
Zitkala-Ša grew up in boarding schools designed to strip native children of their indigenous cultures. 
There she adopted the name Gertrude Simmons Bonnin, which she later abandoned. She was a Native 
American suffragist, writer and activist until her death in 1938. After women got the vote, Zitkala-Sa 
became an advocate for the Snyder Act of 1924 which granted full citizenship to Native Americans.  
 

I remember my mother. I was born in a teepee. I loved that life. It was beautiful, more 
beautiful than I can tell you. But my mother said to me. “You must learn the white man’s 
language so when you grow up you will talk for us and for the Indian and the white man will 
have a better understanding.” I said, “I will.” It has not always been easy, but I said, “I am going 
to do the best I can and then I am going to let the Great Spirit do the rest.” Now every one of us 
can do that. Of course there are things to discourage. We seem to have no money, no friends, and 
we have no voice in Congress. How shall we do this thing? Then I think I have forgotten the 
most important thing of all, and that is our Maker the Great Spirit. We must keep our faith in the 
Great Spirit because this applied to every day thinking in our homes and wherever we go. 

Then let us have level heads. Let us not cower. We are men and women with minds and 
hearts. Why, the Great Almighty made us! We are here like other human beings and there is no 
reason why we should be afraid to hold up our heads. Let us stand up straight. Let us study 
conditions; let us give reasons why. And if we fail at the first trial, shall we quit? No, we will try 
again… We must continue speaking and claiming our human rights to live on this earth that 
God has made, so that we may think our thoughts and speak them—that we may have our part 
in the American life and be as any other human beings are… 

I have been in sessions of Congress when the great men there met together. They will 
discuss their subjects, some on one side, some on another, both giving soundest arguments… 
They were representing their people, they were representing the Government, but they had 
different views and they had the privilege of speaking… We are in America, and we have, each 
one of us, a right to express our views. We agree on the main thing… We want the privilege of 
rational men for, were we idiots or lunatics we would not be here, we would be in some hospital 
or asylum. But, because we are rational creatures, we have a right to express our thoughts and to 
try to come to some plan, according to the best of our light. This is our policy. 
 
Bonnin, Gertrude (Zitkala-Sa). “Address by Mrs. Gertrude Bonnin.” The American Indian, Vol. 7, No. 3 (1919). 

Delivered to the Annual Convention of the Society of American Indians. 2-4 October 1919. 
 
Document G: Mabel Ping Hua-Lee 
The Page Act and the Chinese Exclusion Act discriminated against and blocked Chinese immigrants from 
full citizenship in the United States. Lee was an outspoken feminist who spoke publicly about woman 
suffrage and Chinese rights throughout her childhood. In 1912, she led Chinese and Chinese-American 
women in a New York City suffrage parade. She earned a PhD from Columbia University. When women’s 
suffrage was ratified in 1920, she still was unable to vote. Chinese-American immigrants could not vote 
until 1943 with the passage of the Magnuson Act. Mabel Lee died in 1966 and it is unknown if she ever 
voted in the US. 
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New-York tribune. [volume] (New York [N.Y.]), 13 April 1912. Chronicling America: Historic American 

Newspapers. Lib. of Congress. https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83030214/1912-04-13/ed-1/seq-3/.  
 
Document H: Mary B. Talbert 
Talbert was a civil rights and anti- lynching activist, suffragist, preservationist, international human 
rights proponent, and educator. She was born and raised in Oberlin, Ohio where she earned a college 
degree. She became a teacher and professor, alongside her activism in Little Rock, Arkansas. 
 
Dear State Director: 
 

The object of this Association shall be to unite a million women to stop lynching, The 
crusading is to be conducted thru prayer; and while we have designated the month of August as 
our month of organization, the month of September for instruction, our intensive campaign work 
will begin the first Sunday morning in October… for the stopping of this,--the greatest crime in 
America. 

Miss Mary E. Jackson will be the National Organizer, and as Organizer, will be available 
to help… Anti-Lynching Campaign buttons will be furnished, which will be the emblem worn 
by every Crusader, during this Drive. We will expect you as State Director, to cover your 
territory, and at Richmond… 

 
Yours for the Greatest Movement that has ever swept America, embracing both white women 
and black women, 

Mary B. Talbert 
 
Mary B. Talbert, Letter to State Director, 25 July 1922, NAACP Papers.      
Document I: Mary Church Terrell 
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October 27, 1920 
My dear Mr. Story: 
The Republican National Committee asked me to come to New 
York to take charge of the work among the colored women of the 
Eastern States, and to perfect a permanent organisation [sic]. I have 
been here three weeks trying to do this, and believe I have 
succeeded fairly well.  
 I consider myself the first woman victim after the Ratification of 
the Nineteenth Amendment north of the Mason & Dixon Line. I 
was arrested in Dover, Delaware, by the ticket agent five minutes 
after I reached the city, because I asked him if he knew a certain 
colored man who had been arranging meetings for the Republicans. 
He became angered, and charged me with “disorderly conduct”. I 

was not actually taken to jail. The railroad detectives refused to arrest me, and the lawyer 
employed by the railroad company refused to take the case.  
 The colored women of the South will be shame-fully treated, and will not be allowed to 
vote, I am sure. I hope the Republicans will do something to-ward enforcing the Fifteenth 
Amendment. We are so helpless without the right of citizenship in that section of the country 
where we need it most. 
  Very sincerely yours, 
    ________________________, Director 
 

Mary Church Terrell (1863–1954) to Moorfield Storey [sic Morefield Story] (1845–1929), Carbon copy, 
October 27, 1920. Mary Church Terrell Papers, Manuscript Division, Library of Congress (129.00.00).  

 
According to these women, what were women’s priorities after the 19th Amendment? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
After reading all these documents, does there appear to be unity in what women advocated for after the 
19th Amendment? Why or why not? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 


