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Compelling Question: What made the twenties roaring for women? 
Read, reflect, and think critically about sources provided in the documents below. Then answer the 
analysis questions at the bottom.  
 
DOCUMENT SET A: FASHION 
 

1. 1910’s Fashion 

 
1910. Omaha Daily Bee (Omaha, NE), January 2, 1910. 
1912. The Washington Herald (Washington, DC), February 18, 1912. 
1914. The Times Dispatch (Richmond, VA), October 25, 1914. 
1916. The Sunday Telegram (Clarksburg, WV), January 2, 1916.  
1918. The Ogden Standard (Ogden City, UT), May 11, 1918. 
1920. Richmond Times-Dispatch (Richmond, VA), September 19, 1920. 
 

2. 1920’s Fashion 

 
1920. The Ogden Standard-Examiner (Ogden, UT), May 16, 1920. 
1922. The Washington Times (Washington, DC), March 5, 1922. 
1924. The Broad Ax (Salt Lake City, UT), November 15, 1924. 
1926. The Indianapolis Times (Indianapolis, IN), August 17, 1926. 
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1928. The Indianapolis Times (Indianapolis, IN), June 9, 1928. 
1930. Maryland Independent (Port Tobacco, MD), September 19, 1930. 
 
Question: What changed in typical women’s fashion between the 1910s and the 1920s? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Document H: Those Fluttering Flappers! The Demi-Dame Who Is Too Young to Marry and 
Too Old to Believe in Santa. 

Something they didn't have in the hoopskirt 
era was the flapper you see to-day. Up to the moment 
Taft slipped from President to professor and Wilson 
went vice versa, the flapper was practically unknown. 
But In the last seven or eight years she's been busting 
Into more prominence than a red nose and more 
trouble than a Red agitator… 

Flappers are born not made up, but it doesn't 
take ‘em long to hit the red paint strides. Most of 'em 
graduate from low heels to high' heels and high necks 
to low ones before they graduate from high school… 
There's as much difference between a flapper and a 
vamp as 
there is between an Easter egg and a hard-boiled one. 
 But don’t overlook the fact that to-days Easter egg 
can be tomorrow’s breakfast with only a little 
alteration… 

Flapperlism is still young, but no more so than 
the flappers. It has spread" like the flu and It's awful 

ratcheting. A girl in a gingham dress has only to grab off a lavalliere, a low-neck gown and a 
lipstick, and right away she’s a fluttering flapper. Peary never discovered anything colder than a 
chiffon frock, but the flappers like 'em just the same. Eve was created too old to bon flapper, but 
she had flap ideas about clothes and pneumonia.  

The flapper is eighteen, is practically harmless, but she’s got a large future looming 
before her with all her girlish curves, she grows up, be an angle in some eternal triangle.  The 
dames that get too much' attention on the blushing side of twenty very often get too little 
alimony on 
the wrinkled side of thirty. However, eternal triangles are spicier for a boarding school Beatrice 
to think about than plane geometry. 

But what happens after flapperhood can't scare a dame that’s studied Robert W. 
Chambers. A dame that isn't a flapper before she's a bride ain't ever a bride! Flap and 
the world flaps with you, flop and you flop alone. 
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The evening world. [volume] (New York, N.Y.), 20 April 1920. Chronicling America: Historic American 
Newspapers. Lib. of Congress. https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83030193/1920-04-20/ed-1/seq-21/. 
 
Question: What words does this author use to describe flappers?  

 
 
 
 

 
Document D: The Flapper, Dorothy Parker 

The playful flapper here we see, 
The fairest of the fair. 

She's not what Grandma used to be,-- 
You might say au contraire. 
Her girlish ways make a stir, 
Her manners cause a scene, 

But there is no more harm in her 
Than in a submarine. 

 
She nightly knocks for many a goal 

The usual dancing men. 
Her speed is great, but her control 

Is something else again. 
All spotlights focus on her pranks. 

All tongues her prowess herald. 
For which she well may render thanks 

To God or Scott Fitzgerald. 
 

Her golden rule is plain enough- 
Just get them young and treat them 

rough. 
Parker, Dorothy. “The Flapper.”  
 
Question: What words does this author use to describe flappers?  

 
 
 
 

 
Question: What did the Flapper of the 1920s symbolize? How did these two authors see her 
differently? 
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DOCUMENT SET B: POLITICS  
 

1. Now We Can Begin:  
Eastman was a co-author of the Equal Rights Amendment with Alice Paul and a founder of the American 
Civil Liberties Union (ACLU). This speech, delivered in 1920 shortly after women’s suffrage was ratified, 
is considered one of the top 100 most influential speeches in American History.  
 

Most women will agree that August 23, the day when the Tennessee legislature finally 
enacted the Federal suffrage amendment, is a day to begin with, not a day to end with. Men are 
saying perhaps “Thank God, this everlasting woman’s fight is over!” But women, if I know 
them, are saying, “Now at last we can begin.” … Now they can say what they are really after; 
and what they are after, in common with all the rest of the struggling world, is freedom. 
 
Freedom is a large word… 
 

What, then, is “the matter with women”? What is the problem of women’s freedom? It 
seems to me to be this: how to arrange the world so that women can be human beings, with a 
chance to exercise their infinitely varied gifts in infinitely varied ways, instead of being destined 
by the accident of their sex to one field of activity—housework and child-raising. And second, if 
and when they choose housework and child-raising, to have that occupation recognized by the 
world as work, requiring a definite economic reward and not merely entitling the performer to 
be dependent on some man. 

This is not the whole of feminism, of course, but it is enough to begin with. “Oh, don’t 
begin with economics,” my friends often protest, “Woman does not live by bread alone. What 
she needs first of all is a free soul.” And I can agree that women will never be great until they 
achieve a certain emotional freedom, a strong healthy egotism, and some un-personal sources of 
joy — that in this inner sense we cannot make woman free by changing her economic status. 
What we can do, however, is to create conditions of outward freedom in which a free woman’s 
soul can be born and grow. It is these outward conditions with which an organized feminist 
movement must concern itself. 

Freedom of choice in occupation and individual economic independence for women: 
How shall we approach this next feminist objective? First, by breaking down all remaining 
barriers, actual as well as legal, which make it difficult for women to enter or succeed in the 
various professions, to go into and get on in business, to learn trades and practice them, to join 
trades unions. Chief among these remaining barriers is inequality in pay… 

Second, we must institute a revolution in the early training and education of both boys 
and girls. It must be womanly as well as manly to earn your own living, to stand on your own 
feet. And it must be manly as well as womanly to know how to cook and sew and clean and take 
care of yourself in the ordinary exigencies of life. I need not add that the second part of this 
revolution will be more passionately resisted than the first… 

Cooperative schemes and electrical devices will simplify the business of homemaking, 
but they will not get rid of it entirely… The immediate feminist program must include voluntary 
motherhood. Freedom of any kind for women is hardly worth considering unless it is assumed 
that they will know how to control the size of their families. “Birth control” is just as elementary 
an essential in our propaganda as “equal pay.” Women are to have children when they want 
them, that’s the first thing… 



C. Ryan 
Dr. Deanna Beachley 
Remedial Herstory 

Inquiry-Based Lesson Plan 
 

	
	
	 7 

But is there any way of insuring a woman’s economic independence while child-raising is 
her chosen occupation? Or must she sink into that dependent state from which, as we all know, 
it is so hard to rise again? That brings us to the fourth feature of our program — motherhood 
endowment. It seems that the only way we can keep mothers free, at least in a capitalist society, 
is by the establishment of a principle that the occupation of raising children is peculiarly and 
directly a service to society, and that the mother upon whom the necessity and privilege of 
performing this service naturally falls is entitled to an adequate economic reward from the 
political government. It is idle to talk of real economic independence for women unless this 
principle is accepted. But with a generous endowment of motherhood provided by legislation, 
with all laws against voluntary motherhood and education in its methods repealed, with the 
feminist ideal of education accepted in home and school, and with all special barriers removed in 
every field of human activity, there is no reason why woman should not become almost a human 
thing. 
It will be time enough then to consider whether she has a soul. 
 
Crystal Eastman, “Now We Can Begin,” Liberator (December 1920).  
 

2. Timeline of Women in Politics: 
 

1916: First woman elected to the House of Representatives: Jeannette Rankin of MT  
1922: First woman to serve in the Senate, Rebecca Felton of GE  
1922: First woman to preside over the House of the Representatives, Alice Robertson of 
OK 
1923: First woman to chair a committee in the House of Representatives, Mae Ella Nolan 
of CA 
1931: First woman elected to the Senate, Hattie Caraway of AR 

 
House of Representatives. “Women in Congress.” History. 
https://history.house.gov/Education/Fact-Sheets/WIC-Fact-
Sheet2/#:~:text=served%20in%20Congress.-
,Fast%20Facts,than%20300%20women%20have%20followed.  

 
3. History of Women in the U.S. Congress: 

 
Congress Dates  Senate*  House** Total Women 
65th  1917-1919 0 (0D, 0R) 1 (0D, 1R) 1 (0D, 1R) 
66th  1919-1921 0 (0D, 0R) 0 (0D, 0R) 0 (0D, 0R) 
67th  1921-1923 1 (1D, 0R) 3 (0D, 3R) 4 (1D, 3R) 
68th  1923-1925 0 (0D, 0R) 1 (0D, 1R) 1 (0D, 1R) 
69th  1925-1927 0 (0D, 0R) 3 (1D, 2R) 3 (1D, 2R) 
70th  1927-1929 0 (0D, 0R) 5 (2D, 3R) 5 (2D, 3R) 
71st  1929-1931 0 (0D, 0R) 9 (5D, 4R) 9 (5D, 4R) 
 
*Total seats in the Senate are 100 
**Total seats in the House are 435 
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Center for American Women and Politics. “History of Women in the U.S. Congress.” Rutgers 
University. https://cawp.rutgers.edu/facts/levels-office/congress/history-women-us-congress.  

 
4. House Report: Committee on Immigration, 1926 

 
REPORT 

…  
The Committee on Immigration and Naturalization, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 6238) to 
amend the immigration act of 1924, having had the same under consideration, unanimously 
reports it back to the House without amendment and recommends that the bill do pass. This bill 
places any woman in the nonquota class under the immigration act of 1924, who was a citizen of 
the United States by birth and who prior to September 22, 1922, lost her citizenship by reason of 
her marriage to an alien. This would permit her entry into the United States at any time as a 
nonquota immigrant. 
 

H. Rept. 69-659 - Granting nonquota status to American-born women married to aliens prior to the passage 
of the Cable Act. March 25, 1926. -- Referred to the House Calendar and ordered to be printed. March 25, 
1926. 

 
5. Married Women's Citizenship Act (aka Cable Act), 1922 

 
An Act Relative To The Naturalization And Citizenship Of Married Women. 
 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled,  
 
Approved, September 22, 1922. 
 
United States Congress, “1922 Married Women's Citizenship Act (aka Cable Act),” Asian American Digital 

History Archive, accessed October 28, 2022, https://aadha.binghamton.edu/items/show/247.  
 
Question: What was proposed or changed for women politically in the 1920s? 
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DOCUMENT SET C: ECONOMICS 
 

1. Women as Professional Workers 
 

WOMEN in particular at this juncture need to take stock of 
their professional situation and prospects. The past five or six years 
have undoubtedly done much to advance and define their 
professional status. New doors have been set ajar and old doors set 
wider open. They stand at the beginning of a period which may be 
notable for their professional as well as their political 
enfranchisement and progress. But it is no time for easy optimism 
nor for relaxed effort. There is considerable reaction from the 
professional hospitalities extended during the war; and women who 
worked shoulder to shoulder with men are discovering that the 
masculine shoulder may again be coldly turned. It is a time rather for 
women to think clearly and resolutely about the requirements and 
obligations of professional life; to recognize that they cannot expect 
at the same time full professional recognition and the full privileges 

of leisure. They must admit frankly that even to-day they are far less fully and unequivocally 
professional than men and in many fields still professional beginners. They have special 
problems of their own to meet and solve, such as the basic problem of combining a professional 
career with marriage and parenthood. In addition, they will have to forge ahead for some time to 
come against a professional psychology which forgets all about them even more frequently than 
it objects to them, and is prone to include all women in certain sweeping generalizations… 

For the present, since they are helping to establish the professional position of women, 
they are called upon to demonstrate courage and stability to an even greater extent than men of 
the same professional equipment and at the same time to avoid the pitfalls of sex rivalry or sex 
exploitation. In the long run, they will succeed in proportion to the extent to which they meet 
professional standards as workers and citizens and not as women… The professional groups of 
the future, far more than of the past, will be composed of both men and women, and their 
standards and policies will be shaped by both. Just what changes and distributions of effort this 
will bring about remain to be seen, although they will undoubtedly arise… The next few years 
will require large-mindedness and patience and imaginative insight on the part of both men and 
women in the professions.  
 
Adams, Elizabeth Kemper. Women professional workers: a study made for the Women's Educational and Industrial 

Union. Chautauqua, N.Y.: The Chautauqua Press, 1921. https://lccn.loc.gov/21014202.  
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1. New Idea in Vacuum Cleaners 

Although invented in the 1860s, the vacuum was not 
effectively available to families until the 1920s. Regina 
Advertisement, circa 1920s.  
 
 

2. Beaty, Hurley Machine Company of 
Chicago 

This washtub could wash a 
whole tub of clothes and 
had rollers on the top to 
press out excess water. 
Beaty, Hurley Machine 
Company of Chicago, circa. 
1920s.  
 
 

3. Philoco Slotted 
Retainer 
Batteries 

In this 1923 advertisement 
no men are present, 
showing the advertisers 
attempt to appeal to 
flappers who are shown 
independently operating the vehicle.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Question: What changed to improve domestic labor and their economic prospects 1920s? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Continued…	  
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Questions for Analysis 
 

1. Was the momentum generated from the Progressive Era, Ratification of the 19th 
Amendment and Introduction of Equal Rights Movement maximized in the 1920’s 
regarding the advancement of women’s equality? 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
2. What was the most significant shift in how America views it’s female population in 

the 1920’s?  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 


