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Compelling Question: How did Lesbian bars change the lives of queer women before 1975? 
In this inquiry, students will read interviews from queer women who explored their sexuality prior to 
Stonewall and the larger feminist and gay rights movements. Students will more deeply understand what 
life was like for queer women in this closeted era. Read the documents below and answer the analysis 
questions.  
 
Document A: Baby You Are My Religion 

Prior to 1973, as many of you know, gay people were considered the nation’s largest 
security risk; more of us were let go of our jobs because of McCarthy than because we were 
homosexual rather than communist. The question was more often are you or have you ever been 
a homosexual than are you or have you ever been a communist? We were considered mentally 
ill until 1973, and there was no major or minor religion that considered us anything other than 
sinners. So to have any place that we could have community was not rare, it was impossible 
outside of the one public space that was available, which was the gay bar. So… for people pre-
Stonewall, the gay bars operated as an alternate church space.  
 
Cartier, Marie. “Dr. Marie Cartier presents ‘Baby You Are My Religion’ at ALMS 2011 Hosted by 

Mazer.” Keynote Address at ALMS. YouTube. 2011. Retrieved from 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9kaS_pGyxmg&t=3s.  

 
Document B: Myrna  

 I came out as gay in 1945, the year that the war ended[…]I was dating a softball player 
than I met at the gay bar. I met her at Mona's, or as it was the Paper Pony. My first night in a gay 
bar was freedom. I had a gay male friend and he took me there. Burner was in the gay bars for 
eight years; She showed me her treasure from the 40s— a gold softball on a necklace chain from 
her first lover, inscribed with the initials from the professional softball league, to which women 
belong to, while the men were in the war. We went to the bar all the time. My entire social life 
was there, there was no other place.  

[…]I had insomnia— I used to phone up all the gay bars just to hear them answer the 
phone; just to hear the noise, oh yes. [I would call] just hear [to] the noise and the laughter in the 
background. I just wanted to be there me. 
 
Cartier, Marie. “Dr. Marie Cartier presents ‘Marie Cartier reads Myrna's Story.” Presented at WeHo 

Lesbian Speaker Series. YouTube. September 2016. Retrieved from 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FmURQ0iwhAM&t=5s.  

 
 
Document C: Theresa 
This woman had separated with her husband and was working as a migratory farmer with her new 
girlfriend when her ex-husband tracked them down. This is how she described that encounter. 
 

“We went to Beaumont to pick cherries and we made like 50 cents an hour. And yes my 
ex-husband tracked me down, had a gun. She ran out of the trailer. He hit me in the face with the 
gun and I still have a scar, but that didn't stop me.” 
 
Anonymous. “Marie Cartier Introduction to Informants for her book Baby, You Are My Religion.” 

YouTube. June L. Mazer Lesbian Archives. November 3, 2013. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EI-yYkKFdx8.  
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Document D: Anonymous 

“[It] was sort of in a funny place, and [...] it was a nice bar, it was a nice good-looking bar. 
We had a lot of people, a lot of teachers, a lot of airline hostesses… Barbara had a really good 
time in the bar. Very religious… I sort of walked out of the convent door in 1967 and more or less 
walked into the door of a lesbian bar in 1968. They weren't that different— except–except for the 
lighting. One was stained glass and one with a little grittier. And the first time I ever went to bed 
with a woman was in the convent. The morning after we woke up and she said to me, something 
like I don't remember the exact words because it was ‘68 she said, the morning after we done it 
she said, ‘Wasn't that a remarkable religious experience we had?’ … I knew the difference 
between being a lesbian and being a nun and that I couldn't stay.”  
 

Anonymous. “Marie Cartier Introduction to Informants for her book Baby, You Are My 
Religion.” YouTube. June L. Mazer Lesbian Archives. November 3, 2013. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EI-yYkKFdx8.  

 
Questions for Analysis 

1. How important was it for queer women to have access to Lesbian Bars prior to 1975? 
Was the impact of the bars positive or negative in their lives? Use evidence from the 
above documents to support your claim. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

2. What did the Lesbian Bars provide to queer women prior to 1975? Use evidence from 
the above documents in your answer.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

3. In conclusion,  how did Lesbian bars change the lives of queer women before 1975? 
 
 
 
 


