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Were communists open to women’s equality? Were women truly viewed as equal or just 
painted as equal for the overall message of communism? 
 
Background: The Nicaraguan Revolution was a regime change during the latter half of the 20th 
century, which resulted in the fall of the US-backed Somoza regime for the Sandinista National 
Liberation Front (FSLN). The establishment of the FSLN as Nicaragua’s new government ended 
46 years of Somoza dictatorship. The Nicaraguan Revolution was one of the many proxy wars in 
Latin America between the United States and the Soviet Union. During the Nicaraguan 
Revolution, the FSLN recruited both men and women into their revolutionary forces. The FSLN, 
though a Socialist group, was formally a Marxist/Leninist group and still used Marxist 
framework, thus focusing on mass mobilization of men and women. During this time, women 
made about 25-30% of the FSLN. 
 
Document A: Radical Women in Latin America 
“There was more equality in the mountains than after triumph. We shared what we had. We 
shared the cooking duties, the fun cleaning, the leadership responsibilities . . . . There wasn’t 
gender consciousness in the guerilla forces, what there was was an incredible solidarity. At any 
time men as much as women could be killed. Later a machista life began, which is Nicaraguan 
culture. They returned to what they considered normal life” 
 
Karen Kampwirth and Victoria González-Rivera. Radical Women in Latin America: Left and Right. Penn 

State University Press, 2001. https://doi.org/10.5325/j.ctt7v5zf. 
 
Questions for Analysis 

1. Based on the excerpt, how were women treated in guerilla groups? 
 

2. Did women’s position in society change after the FSLN? 
 
	  

Commented [1]: @ayilaeh01@gmail.com 
@jacqueline.e.nelson@gmail.com In reviewing the 
docs all are communist. So I'm wondering if we should 
change the question to "Were communists open..." 
rather than "more open." Since we don't have a 
comparison to democracies. Thoughts? 
_Assigned to Ayila Houngbo_ 

Commented [2R1]: I think this is a great idea. Like I 
was just saying in your office, I think if it is posed as a 
"more equal" kind of question, poor Ayila would have to 
then find counterarguments about democracy from 
multiple different nations who all view democracy 
differently. I think by rephrasing this question the 
students get to look at communist nations individually, 
rather than as part of a comparison. What do you think 
Ayila? 

Commented [3R1]: I agree with rephrasing the 
question. It would be interesting to see a contrast 
between countries with different views on democracy 
but it's more well rounded. Focusing on communist 
nations alone to show both the differences in how 
women were treated in communist nations but also 
common themes across different countries. 
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Document B: Iron Women, Foxy Ladies 
 

 
Weng Yizhi. We Are Grateful for the Support of Our Peasant Brothers for Ensuring Our 

Production! March 1956. 77 x 53 cm. https://chineseposters.net/posters/e15-379. 
 
Question for Analysis 

1. Based on the illustration above, what message did the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) 
aim to send through their revolutionary posters?	  
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Document C: The Soviet Family Poster 

 
 
Goldman, Wendy Z. Women, the State and Revolution: Soviet Family Policy and Social Life, 1917–1936. 

Cambridge Russian, Soviet and Post-Soviet Studies. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 
1993. doi:10.1017/CBO9780511665158. 

 
 
 
Question for Analysis 

1. Based on the illustration above, what message was the USSR sending to women? 
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Document D: For Communist Enlightenment 
 
In the Soviet Union, the rights of mothers and children are strictly protected by the law. For 
example, in addition to a four month maternity leave, every working mother has the right to take 
breaks during work for nursing until the infant reaches the age of nine months. But it seems that 
the administration of school 130 in the Soviet district of Moscow considers that this rule does not 
apply to its school.  
 
I have worked as a teacher for nine years, and am in my first year at school 130. Returning from 
maternity leave, I placed my infant in a nursery school. At first, I was able to nurse him 
regularly, every three hours. But because I could not nurse my infant during the break between 
classes (20 minutes), I was always late by 10-15 minutes.  
 
These minutes of tardiness were not absences, because I have the right to an additional half-hour 
besides these 20 minutes for nursing my infant. But the head of instruction and the school 
director, after repeated warnings, have ordered me to either stop nursing my infant or quit 
working in the school, because they consider that the class (42 pupils) cannot and should not be 
left without a teacher for even a minute.  
 
I completely agree with the orders of the head of instruction and the school director that pupils 
should not be left without a leader for even the shortest amount of time. But it does not follow 
from this that I, as a teacher-mother, am not able to lead the children in lessons.  
 
This unequal battle has resulted in the victory of the school administration. Despite the orders of 
a doctors, I had to stop nursing my infant and switch to artificial food, which quickly had a 
negative effect on the child’s health.  
 
I consider that the approach to me taken by the head of instruction and the school director 
demonstrates an unwillingness to let a teacher-mother have normal conditions for bringing up a 
healthy infant. It is possible to find a solution to this situation that does not harm the children 
and does not violate Soviet law by providing a substitute during this break or by drafting a 
schedule so that the pupils have another teacher after three hours. I love the work of teaching 
and do not want to give it up because of this temporary condition. In the current situation, I 
demand only that the administration of school 130 provide a little flexibility and human 
sympathy, so that I can continue working and bringing up my infant normally. 
 

For Communist Enlightenment. ‘School No. 130 Follows Its Own Law’, 6 February 1937. 
https://chnm.gmu.edu/wwh/modules/lesson11/pdfs/primarysourcepacket.pdf. 

 
Questions for Analysis 

1. What problems did the article outline that the teacher had to go through? 
 
 
	  

Commented [4]: Please give each a title. 
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Document E: Defending the Rights of a Soviet Woman 
 
In the collective farm “Communism,” in the Kokandskii distrct [Uzbek SSR], a determined 
struggle between Milidzhan Gafurovyi and his wife Rakhmalia-bibi Rustamova has been going 
on for the last few years. Rustamova threw off her veil, eliminated her illiteracy, works like a 
Stakhanovite in the collective farm, and was elected to serve as a brigade leader. With all his 
strength, Gafurov obstructed the political development of his wife by persecuting her and more 
than once threatening to kill her.  
 
As an activist and public organizer, Rustmova was nominated and actively participated as a 
member of the electoral commission for the elections to the Supreme Soviet of the USSR. Gafurov 
began to persecute his wife even more strongly, and forced her to leave the collective farm and 
stop her work in the electoral commission.  
 
Realizing his powerlessness to force his wife to submit to his influence, Gafurov decided to 
commit a terrorist act. The first time, he tried to kill his wife at night in their apartment, but 
Rustamova saved herself by running away. The second time, during the drying of the cotton 
crop, Gafurov again attacked his wife with a knife. This time, she was saved by the intervention 
of other collective farmers.  
 
The third time, December 12, 1937, on the election day for the Supreme Soviet of the USSR, when 
Rustamova as a member of the electoral commission and busy with work on the elections, 
Gafurov forced his way into the village soviet and demanded that Rustomova immediately quit 
everything and return home. Rustamova refused and went into the electoral commission’s room. 
Following after her, Gafurov attacked his wife with a knife, but was restrained.  
 
This matter was investigated on June 11-12 of this year [1938] in the village of ArzykTepe, in the 
presence of the collective farm’s Military tribunal SAVO composed of acting military jurist 
second rank comrade Pensin and court members lieutenants Anisenko and Spichkin.  
 
The court determined that Gafurov is a descendant of a kulak-bai family, was a merchant, and 
has for the last few years lived on the income of his wife. The court sentenced Gafurov to be 
executed. The collective farm members attending the trial greeted the sentence with expressions 
of satisfaction. 
 
Pravada Vostoka. ‘Defending the Rights of a Soviet Woman’, 22 June 1938. 
 
Questions for Analysis 

1. What does the newspaper articulate about how women are treated socially? 
 
 

2. Were women protected against discrimination?  
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Overall, were Communists more open to women’s equality? 
 


