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D2.Civ.8.3-5. Identify core civic 
virtues and democratic principles 
that guide government, society, and 
communities. 
 
D3.1.3-5. Gather relevant 
information from multiple sources 
while using the origin, structure, 
and context to guide the selection. 
 
D3.3.3-5. Identify evidence that 
draws information from multiple 
sources in response to compelling 
questions. 
 
D3.4.3-5. Use evidence to develop 
claims in response to compelling 
questions. 



Kelsie Brook Eckert 
Remedial Herstory 

Inquiry-Based Lesson Plan 
 

2 

Compelling Question: How are women used to symbolize the US? 
In this inquiry, students will examine images of figures representing the 
United States that are embodied by the female form. Students will examine 
these sources then fill in the graphic organizer below the image. 
 
Monument A: Columbia 

Columbia was the first symbol of the US, before Uncle Sam. 
Most European countries used a figure of a woman to represent the 
country. Columbia was used less often as a symbol after women 
earned the right to vote. 

 

 
 

What does the woman 
look like? 

 

What other symbols of 
the US does she have? 

 

Why do you think this 
figure is a woman? 
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Monument B: Lady Freedom 
Lady Freedom is the statue on top of the US Capitol Building. 

She has a Native American headdress and stands on the globe. She 
was designed before the Civil War and put up in 1863 during the war 
to inspire the country. 

 

 
 

What does the woman 
look like? 

 

What other symbols of 
the US does she have? 

 

Why do you think this 
figure is a woman? 
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Monument C: The Statue of Liberty 
Lady Liberty was sent to the US by France as a gift during the 

Industrial Revolution when millions of immigrants were leaving 
Europe and Asia for the US. 

 

 
 

What does the woman 
look like? 

 

What other symbols of 
the US does she have? 

 

Why do you think this 
figure is a woman? 

 

 
 
Now that you’ve seen these three symbols of the US, what was 
similar about them? 


